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Everything you need to enter your marriage with eyes wide open. Marriage is one of the few

personal contracts in which your state dictates the terms -- unless you create your own customized

premarital agreement. Combining Nolo's legal expertise and plain-English writing, Prenuptial

Agreements makes a potentially touchy subject easy to deal with while explaining how to create a

valid contract. The book covers whether a prenup is right for your relationship, how to decide what a

prenup should include, how to assemble a draft agreement, how to turn your draft into a contract

and tips on negotiating and communicating. Prenuptial Agreements provides worksheets as

tear-outs and on CD-ROM, as well as clauses for preparing an agreement that suits your needs.

The 2nd edition is updated with the latest laws of your state.
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My husband and I used this book and CD set to help us write our pre-nup before we married. The

information was very helpful to us, and made the process much easier. Pre-nups are especially

valuable if one of you has significantly more assets (or debts) than the other, if one is self-employed

and the other is not, or if there are other special circumstances that make the default laws of your

state apply in an unfair way if you did not have a pre-nup. But those kinds of circumstances can also

make a one-size-fits-all prenup less appropriate for you unless you adapt it a lot.Whatever you do, it

is crucial that you read the relevant portions of your state's laws very carefully, because even a

lawyer can miss important details buried in the legal jargon. You can find all the state laws online

through any search engine. For Californians, the MUST_READ sections include Family Code



sections 1610-1617, and especially pay attention to 1615(c)3. Also look at Family Code sections

910-916. These were ones most relevant to us, but there may be others that you need to know

about, for example, if you have other dependents to consider.We adapted and added to the

passages in the Nolo book and CD as needed for our own circumstances, but we were lucky

enough to have an expert paralegal in the family who helped us find the right legal code sections

and who proofread for us to make sure our intent and our language was clear. We would still

recommend you run your completed draft by someone with some expertise who has done prenups

recently and who doesn't ignore your background work and try to do the whole thing from scratch at

your expense.
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